
International competition: “Europe and Youth 2013” 
 
 
The “Europe and Youth 2013” competition is open to students in Universities and Schools of all levels 
throughout all the regions of Italy and the European Union. 
 
Deadline: 
25th March 2013 
 
The works submitted (two copies for written works, single copy for video presentations) must reach the 
IRSE offices (Via Concordia, 7 - 33170 Pordenone - Italy). 
Telefono +39 0434 365326 
Fax +39 0434 364584 
irse@centroculturapordenone.it 
 
REMEMBER: 
Write on your work “Information thanks to Europe Direct of Pordenone” 
 
 
THEMES 
The Regional Institute for European Studies of Friuli Venezia Giulia, in collaboration with Europe Direct 
Pordenone, announces the competition “Europe and Youth 2013”. The competition is open to students 
in Universities and Schools of all levels throughout all the regions of Italy and the European Union. 
CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING THEMES 
UNIVERSITY 
 
SPECIAL PRIZES of 500 Euros for the best paper in each of the ten proposed themes. Other prizes of 300 
and 200 Euros.  N.B. The titles proposed for university students, recent graduates, and those who are 
not more than twenty-six years old on the deadline, 25 March, 2013, must not exceed a total of 20,000 
spaces, unless otherwise specified. Works accompanied by a summary in English (not more than 1500 
spaces), and a short (maximum: 2 minutes) video presentation in English by the author, will receive 
extra attention in the awarding of prizes. 
1. Erasmus for all. The European Commission has announced its new programmes for culture and 
education: 2014-2020. “Erasmus for all” and “Creative Europe” group together and unify the seven 
programmes currently active. Collect information and using interviews, write a report on several specific 
projects that are being activated by associations, institutes and youth groups in your area. 
 
2. Landscape, Constitution and Cement. Salvatore Settis, archeologist and art historian, launches an 
appeal to consider our landscapes and cultural patrimony as common resources. A strategic choice to 
“educate towards beauty”. Analyse legislation and functioning projects in other European countries. 
 
3. Startup. Are Startup programmes necessary to stimulate employment? 
Examine the recent statute of the Ministry of Economic Development, and the document “Restart Italy”, 
and reflect on the different types of other European experiences. Interview young startuppers in your 
territory and underline the objectives, benefits and difficulties they have experimented. 
4. Europe as antidote. The Nobel Peace Prize awarded to the European Union can be seen as recognition 
for the past, strict warning for the present and encouragement to do better, so that Europe can return 
to its role of bulwark against any populist and anti-democratic leanings.  Using this declaration by Emma 
Bonino for your analysis, study and write about growing populism and xenophobia in one or more 
European countries. 
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5. Non-places. The French anthropologist Marc Augé has given particular attention to places of 
transience, “non-places”, those areas where people meet without real contact. Report on Italian and 
European experiences and projects aimed at enlivening and stimulating participation in the use of urban 
spaces. 
 
6. The end of the world? In this book La fine del mondo. Guida per apocalittici perplessi, Telmo Pievani, 
philosopher and scientist, introduces an interesting journey to describe how every culture has 
ineffectually predicted its end, and we ourselves are the children of others’ catastrophes. Science 
teaches us that unpredictable cataclysms can reopen the ”evolutionary game”. After collecting 
information, write a newspaper article of no more than 10.000 letters. 
7. Women in administration. Microcredit for women has been defined as a true social revolution, key to 
the development of many countries in the southern hemisphere. In northern Europe many women hold 
important positions in economy and in public administration. After research, describe different 
experiences and compare them with the situation in your country. 
 
8. Balkan “contamination”. Study some of the works of the mitteleuropean intellectual Dzevad 
Karahasan, one of the most influential writers of the Balkan area, representative of the contemporary 
literary movement of “contamination”. 
 
9. Young agriculturists grow up. Recent data shows new interest and real chances of employment for 
young people in the agro industrial sector, in agriculture, and in green tourism. Study your territory and 
take into consideration the proposals that emerged from Il Salone del gusto/Terramadre and which 
were presented to the European Commission, which is defining the New Common Agricultural Policy. 
 
10.  The quest for truth. In his novels, the Spanish author Javier Cercas studies the unresolved problems 
of his country’s past, an obsessive quest for truth that reflects on the value of the ethics of memory.  
After reading one or more works by this author, who will be protagonist of the Festival Dedica 2013 
(Pordenone 9-23 March 2013), express your thoughts and feelings. 
HIGH SCHOOL 
PRIZES of 300 and 200 euros, enrolment in formative week-long seminars studying European themes in 
the summer of 2013, books, CDs, DVDs, audio-visual material for language learning.  N.B. These themes 
may be developed individually or in couple. A summary in English of not more than 500 spaces, will 
receive extra attention in the awarding of prizes. 
1. Flash mob. Choose three important causes that would serve to bring together in a non-violent, 
respectful, and entertaining way many young people. Choose three original venues, one in Italy and two 
in other European countries. Then imagine three flash mob actions and describe them in an article, or 
create a graphic story (or a comic strip series using ComicMaster, Pixton, etc). Don’t forget the sound 
track! 
 
2. Future as craftsmen. More than simply a great resource for Europe – and especially for Italy – 
craftsmanship is also a fulfilling career choice, with the possibility of incorporating new technological 
knowledge, and open to globalisation. (Stefano Micelli) Can you face the challenge? Interview young 
people who have started an activity of their own in your area. 
 
3. Immigrant routes. Europe and Italy are destinations for men and women who leave their own 
countries for economic reasons, to flee from war or countries where civil rights are lacking. Compare 
Compare several real-life experiences in an article no longer than 5,000 letters, and/or in a graphic story 
(or a comic strip series using ComicMaster, Pixton, etc). 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL AND ELEMENTARY 



SCHOOL 
N.B. The works can be developed individually, by small groups, or by a class. 
PRIZES of 300, 200 Euros, books, CDs and audio-visual material for foreign language learning. 
1. GAS, slurp, rap. In Italy and throughout Europe cooperative groups are being founded for the purpose 
of cooperative shopping (in Italy Gruppi di Acquisto Solidale - G.A.S.). Study how they work and what 
their objectives are, by interviewing parents and friends in your area who participate in such groups. 
Invent a rap to publicise these initiatives, which aim for a change in our lifestyle and encourage the 
choice of healthy foods. 
 
2. The mayor’s water. Italy is country number one in Europe for consumption of bottled water. The 
environmental impact is enormous.  Discover, through interviews, the characteristics of your town 
water, and how many of its citizens drink it daily. Create a commercial or a game or a comic strip that 
will encourage people to drink “The mayor’s water”. 
RULES 
The works can be written in Italian or in another mother-tongue language. Each participant or group of 
participants can submit a single work only.The works submitted (two copies for written works, single 
copy for video presentations) must reach the IRSE offices (Via Concordia, 7 - 33170 Pordenone - Italy) 
before the deadline of 25 March 2013. They will be accompanied by a typewritten form, giving the 
following information about the contestant: name, surname, telephone, address (street, city, postal 
code and email address), date and place of birth, specification of school class or university course of 
study, name and complete address of School or University, name of teacher or teachers who assisted. 
Obligatory: each work must be accompanied by a bibliography of works consulted and/or by a list of 
web sites consulted. All participating works become the property of IRSE, and will be divulged through 
its publications and various projects. 
 


